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Jared Christensen

Ardeo Education Solutions

• Associate VP of Client Service

• 19 years in higher education at 

institutions & other higher ed 

vendors

• Served in enrollment leadership 

roles at institutions in South 

Carolina and Illinois

Welcome & Introductions

ardeo.org

Alex DeLonis

Wabash College

• Director of Financial Aid at Wabash

• Member of FAFSA Simplification 

Implementation Working Group

• Oversees financial aid applications, 

monitors requirements and sources 

of federal and state funding, and 

tracks enrollment

• Has advocated for doubling Pell 

Grants and loosening federal 

restrictions to make it easier for 

students to obtain financial aid

https://ardeoeducation.org/


Our Why

Ardeo exists to increase access to 

higher education by removing the 

fear of student debt.  

“My LRAP lets me pursue what degree 

I want, at the college I want, without 

worrying about how much it costs.”

— Alisha, LRAP Recipient

“I really truly am happy and completely, 

100% enjoying what I’m doing right 

now. If it wasn’t for the LRAP 

program, I couldn’t do it.” 

— Brenda, LRAP Recipient

3ardeo.org

https://ardeoeducation.org/


What is an LRAP?

Loan Repayment Assistance Programs 

(LRAPs) are an enrollment tool that positively 

impact enrollment and persistence decisions. 

If a student’s income after graduation is modest, their 

LRAP will help them repay their loans, including:

The LRAP Promise

• Federal student

• Parent PLUS

• Private alternative

4ardeo.org
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How LRAPs Work for Colleges & Students



LRAP Strategy Breakdown
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Seriously Wabash



Higher Education Act (HEA)

The Higher Education Act (HEA) is a federal law that governs the administration of federal 
higher education programs. Its purpose is to strengthen the educational resources of our 
colleges and universities and to provide financial assistance for students in postsecondary 
and higher education.

First passed in 1965 to ensure that every individual has access to higher education, 
regardless of income or zip code, the HEA governs student-aid programs, federal aid to 
colleges, and oversight of teacher preparation programs. It is generally scheduled for 
reauthorization by Congress every five years to encourage growth and change.

The HEA has been reauthorized in 1968, 1972, 1976, 1980, 1986, 1992, 1998, and 2008. 
Current authorization for the programs in the Higher Education Act expired at the end of 
2013, but has been extended while Congress prepares changes and amendments.



FAFSA Simplification Working Group

The purpose of the FAFSA Simplification Implementation Working Group is to provide campus-level 
feedback, perspective, and insight to both NASFAA and the Department through the 
implementation process. Topics the group may be asked to weigh-in on include (but are not limited 
to): 

● Appropriate outreach to students and families regarding the federal methodology and data-
sharing changes; 
● Development of Pell Grant eligibility “look-up” tables; 
● Early awareness efforts related to maximum and minimum Pell Grant eligibility; 
● The interaction of the changes with state and/or institutional financial aid policy; and 
● Development of the form, including the use of language and terminology. 

The FAFSA Simplification Implementation Working Group will likely engage in confidential 
discussions from time to time and will be expected to maintain the highest degree of confidence 
during their time of service.



The Future Act

How the FUTURE Act Streamlines the FAFSA

The Problem: Students still face a complex process in filing the FAFSA to 
apply for federal financial aid. On top of the FAFSA, many students must 
additionally complete the burdensome, audit-like process of verification 
before receiving the aid for which they qualify.

What the FUTURE Act Does: Simplifies (and improves the accuracy of) the 
financial aid application process for millions of current and future students 
by reducing the number of FAFSA questions by 20 percent; the bill also lays 
the groundwork for further FAFSA streamlining.



FAFSA Simplification Act

Federal Student Aid (FSA) announced that there will be a 
phased approach to implementation of the FAFSA 
Simplification Act, which passed on Dec. 27, 2020 as part 
of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021. The FAFSA 
Simplification Act represents a significant overhaul of 
federal student aid, including the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) form, need analysis, and 
many policies and procedures for schools that participate 
in the Title IV programs.



FAFSA Simplification Technical 
Corrections

• Extended FASFA simplification implementation 
timeline by one year to 2024-2025

• Updated language associated with cost of attendance 
and the special rules for independent students

• Modified the terms and conditions for students that 
qualify for Pell Grant funds based upon meeting 
special conditions currently associated with the Iraq 
and Afghanistan Service Grant and the Children of 
Fallen Heroes Grant



On Time Implementation 2023-24

• Definitely Implemented On-Time in 2023-24
• Removal of Drug question
• Removal of sex question
• Removal of Selective Service question
• Race & gender survey
• Pell for incarcerated students

• Eligible for On-Time Implementation in 2023-24
• Expansion of Pell LEU restoration
• Cost of attendance changes
• Professional Judgement changes
• Independent student status and carryover



The New Formula in 2024-25

● Expected Family Contribution (EFC) is now Student Aid Index (SAI)

● SAI can be as low as -$1,500

● SAI determines eligibility for all Title IV aid except maximum and minimum 
Pell grant awards.
○ Student is considered for max Pell first

■ Based on # of parents in hh and AGI vs. poverty

○ If no qualification for maximum Pell:

■ [Maximum Pell amount - SAI = Pell amount]

● still rounded to nearest $5

● still subject to statutory minimum

○ If no max Pell and no Pell award from the SAI calculation, student is considered for 
minimum Pell

■ Based on # of parents in hh and AGI vs. poverty



Max Pell Grant Eligibility 

● Nonfilers
○ Independent student (and spouse, if applicable) tax nonfilers

○ Dependent children of nonfiling parent(s)

● Children of certain deceased veterans and public safety officers

○ Students under age 33 whose parent died serving in the armed forces after Sept. 11, 2001

○ Students under age 33 whose parent died in the line of duty as a public safety officer

● Low income students:

○ Independent students who are single parents and whose student AGI is below 225% of the poverty 
level

○ Dependent children of a single parent whose parent AGI is below 225% of the poverty level

○ Independent students who are not single parents whose student AGI is below 175% of the poverty level

○ Dependent students with parents who are not single parents whose parent AGI is below 175% of the 
poverty level





Other Formula Changes

● Fewer untaxed income items factored into FM formula
○ Child support received now reported with assets

● Change to who is reported as parent in cases of divorce/separation

● State/other tax allowance removed

● Small business/family farm exclusion eliminated

● No SAI split for number in college

● No asset questions for:

○ Means-tested benefits recipients

○ AGI < $60K and no lettered tax schedules

○ AGI < $60K and only Schedule C, provided Schedule C gain/loss < $10K



Unanswered Questions

● A lot…There are a lot of unanswered questions
● IRS data sharing consent
● FSA Toolkit updates
● Sex/gender question on the FAFSA
● # in college/PJ
● Family size/conflicting data
● Negative SAI implications for packaging
● Farm definition
● Data elements not included in legislative text
● On-time 2023-24 implementation authorized in Consolidated Appropriations act, 2022



Questions and Contact Info

Alex DeLonis, FAAC®
Director of Financial Aid
Wabash College
301 W. Wabash Ave.
Crawfordsville, IN 47933
delonisa@wabash.edu
Phone: 765-361-6375
Fax: 765-361-6166

https://api.badgr.io/public/assertions/AkRcufiPSumgbhWoPxUbGA?identity__email=delonisa%40wabash.edu
mailto:delonisa@wabash.edu


Thank You & 

Next Steps!

Curious about who we are? How LRAPs work? 

Send me a quick email to schedule a discussion 

with an Ardeo team member. 

Request more information to explore:

• How LRAPs help institutions meet their goals.

• LRAP strategy ideas.

• How to bring LRAPs to your campus.

Jared Christensen
Associate Vice President of Client Service

Ardeo Education Solutions

jared@ardeo.org   
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